STUDIES  IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
action behind the banner of Wells. If indeed thought
alone moves the world ' of its own right * independent
of its connexion with being, how is it that Marx's ideas,
explained with so little * propaganda *, such lack of emo-
tional appeal, pretriness and fantasy, so destitute of
poetry  and sex-appeal,  appear to  have  conquered
reality ? All unconsciously, a bourgeois critic of Marx
has grasped the truth. Marx, he said, has npt produced
revolutionary activity anywhere.  It is the revival of
revolutionary activity which has * revived and re-
inflated* Marx.   And this is true.   The tremendous
power of Marx's ideology is drawn, not from the
form of that ideology but from the content of con-
temporary social relations. Marx, instead of voyaging
into the future on a Time-Machine to find his own
petit bourgeois ideas symbolised in Morlocks and Eloi,
pierced into die heart of contemporary capitalist being
and escaped from bourgeois ideology into the structure
of bourgeois society. By exhibiting in his writings the
causal kws he thus discovered, he also made possible
Ac machinery of revolution which would change social
relations by action, just as a scientist's discovery of a
physical law permits the construction of machines to
produce at will the phenomena generalised in the law,
Marx's ideology has behind it all the pressure of the
social forces of our age. Each dump, each war, every
new business transaction, every concentration of capital,
OTcry feesfe esploitaticai^ every second of the develop-
ment: of bourgeois social relations, adds fresh force to
tfoe ideology of Marx, and as frosts break up a ground,
92